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Dear Friend,
Two weeks ago on Wednesday, January 11, I was sworn into the Colorado
House of Representatives.
That day, sixtyfive Coloradans,
representing every corner of our great
state, took the Oath of Office in unison. We
promised to work together to achieve a
better quality of life for every Coloradan.
That day, the first Latina Speaker of the
House, Crisanta Duran, reminded me of my
purpose when she said, “Anything is
possible when everyone has a seat at the
table.” Members of House District 30 it is
my job to be your seat, to bring your
concerns to table that is our State Capitol,
and to fight for the issues that are
important to you and to all Coloradans.
My work at the Capitol is for you. Each vote that I take, each bill that I
introduce, each town hall I lead is for you and, I hope, will be with you. I
would not be here without your trust and faith in me and for that I thank you,
and I look forward to you joining me in becoming a part of the legislative
process.

Every day I come to work and sit in the House Chamber, where I look up at the
stainedglass portrait of Barney L. Ford. A former slave turned community
leader from Colorado, Barney Ford serves as a reminder to me of why I am
here to create a better life for all members of the Colorado community
regardless of their race, religion, class, gender, sexuality, or ability.
Last weekend, I had the incredible experience of participating as a speaker for
the Women’s March on Denver. I
was so inspired by the hundreds of
thousands of men and women who
came to support each other and
make their voices heard in the name
of justice and democracy. What I
saw that day was the beginnings of a
community being built.
Problemsolving is not partisan business, it is community business.
In communities, we are surrounded by individuals of different backgrounds and
belief systems but by and large, we have common goals of living in peace and
harmony at home. How we get there is the question. It is that question that
drives a healthy democracy, fosters discussion, and sets us on the path to
repairing the world. Participating in the march helped me to envision a bright
future for Colorado, one where we work together as a community to lift each
other up.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve your interests in the Colorado
General Assembly. To the hundreds of people who knocked doors and made
phone calls for me, and to the tens of thousands who voted for me, thank you
for supporting my efforts. To those who did not vote for me: I work for you.
Please come to me with your concerns and help me fully represent all of the

HD30 community. Let me know how I can serve you.
This newsletter will be shared with you every two weeks. In it, you will find a
taste of all that we are working on at the Capitol, my upcoming town halls, as
well as local events and stories from some incredible Adams County residents. I
invite you to reach out and participate with me in everything that we will
accomplish over the next two years.
And now, let’s get to work.

In gratitude,
Dafna
(303) 8662945
repmichaelsonjenet@gmail.com

"Will You Rise?!" Women's March on Denver, 01/21/2017

In the House: First Four Bills
One of my bills was selected in the first four House Bills to be read across the desk this year.
It is a such an honor. Read about this bill, "College Degrees for Colorado Veterans," and the

rest of the first four, below.
College Degrees for Colorado Veterans, HB171004
Sponsored by Rep. Dafna Michaelson Jenet, DCommerce City
"Many veterans return to Colorado after their service and find themselves frustrated that
they cannot convert their military training to credit for college courses. Even with some of
the most intensive training in the math and sciences fields imaginable, veterans can be
forced to take courses in subjects they have already mastered in order to earn a post
secondary degree. Coming from a family of veterans and service members, I am bringing
this bill to honor the training and skills of veterans and to help them attain their education
goals by giving Colorado colleges and universities the tools to qualify military training as
class credit."
Parental Involvement in Academic Activities, HB171001
Sponsored by Rep. Janet Buckner, DAurora
"Rep. Buckner is bringing back her bill to allow working parents to take unpaid time off
from work to attend their children’s academic activities. Parental involvement has an
enormous positive impact on students’ academic success, but many working families
struggle to attend functions like parentteacher conferences. By ensuring that parents know
they are legally allowed to take off a few hours a month, parents can arrange time with their
employers to attend parentteacher conferences, disciplinary meetings and other academic
activities that are important to their child’s development."
Colorado Childcare Tax Credit, HB171002
Sponsored by Reps. Brittany Pettersen, DLakewood, and Tony Exum, DColorado Springs
"The costs of childcare are enormously expensive in Colorado and place a huge burden on
working families. Childcare can cost more than a mortgage. This bill would renew an
important tax credit for working families that is otherwise set to expire this year. The
effective state tax break, which Reps. Pettersen and Exum also both sponsored in 2014,
gives lowincome families a break on the cost of childcare that is similar to one that middle
class families receive. The credit is for 25 percent of the taxpayer's child care expenses up to
$500 for one child or $1,000 for two or more children for families that earn $25,000 or
less."
Addressing the Teacher Shortage in Rural Colorado, HB171003
Sponsored by Rep. Barbara McLachlan, DDurango
"Teacher shortages are hurting public schools and communities across the state. So Rep.
McLachlan, a former teacher, is bringing this bill to direct the Colorado Department of
Higher Education and the Colorado Department of Education to create a plan of action to
address the shortage and bring more teachers to our classrooms. This issue impacts all of
Colorado’s schools, particularly those in our rural and remote regions. There has been a

24.4% decline in the number of educators completing an educator preparation program at
Colorado colleges and universities between the years 2010 2016. Because each area of the
state has different needs, the plan will incorporate unique solutions for rural, urban and
suburban school districts."

HD30 Upcoming Town Halls
Saturday, 1/28 at 10:00 am: Commerce
City Town Hall on Transportation with
Senator Moreno and Representative
Benavidez at Adams High School
Thursday, 2/16 7:008:30 pm: Aurora
Delegation Town Hall at Community
College of Aurora Rotunda
Wednesday, 3/15 6:008:00pm:

I couldn't do this without my
amazing team. From left to right:
Ellie D'Anna, Legislative Intern;
Sophia Laster, Legislative Aide; Josh
Bogen, Legislative Intern.

Michaelson Jenet Town Hall on Mental
Health at Aurora Mental Health
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