My end of session report, with upcoming town halls included!

Dear Friends,
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It’s hard to believe that just one year ago, I accepted the Democratic nomination for House District
30. From the moment I launched my campaign to the end of my first year in office, I have learned so

much about our state legislature as well as the complex needs of Coloradans. I have worked with
Representatives and Senators across the aisle to create legislation that moves Colorado forward. I
have met with community stakeholders and constituents from all walks of life, listened to their
stories, and worked with them to pass legislation that addressed issues such as access to affordable
health care, access to mental health care, veteran’s rights, and education. With one year in the
legislature complete, I have not wavered in my mission as your representative: to improve the
health, safety, and quality of life of all Coloradans.
I am proud of what I
accomplished in my first year as
a Representative. My bill to
apply college credit for military
training was one of the first five
bills to be introduced by Speaker
Duran this year and was just
signed into law by Governor
Hickenlooper. HB1004 requires
all institutions of higher
education to develop
comprehensive policies for awarding college credit to student veterans for their prior military
experience. This bill would not have been possible without the hard work and leadership of my
cosponsor, Representative Jessie Danielson, the members of the United Veterans Committee of
Colorado, and the men and women who testified in support of the bill when it was in committee. I
have so much gratitude for their service to our country and our state.
House Bill 1301, signed by the Governor shortly after session ended, outlaws the practice of
withholding a student’s transcript for unpaid school fees. When schools are allowed to withhold
grades and other records from a student, it prevents students who have dropped out and students
from low-income families from being able to re-enroll in another K-12 school system. This bill takes
an important stand for the
right of Colorado’s students
to a free public education. I
am proud of this piece of
legislation, which would not
have been possible without
the hard work of Democrats
for Education Reform. Thank
you!
Due to the divided nature of
our state legislature, not all of
the bills I worked on passed through both chambers. House Bill 1311, which I worked on with

Representative Mike Weissman, would have required the state’s property tax administrator to create
an online tool to help homeowners and prospective buyers more accurately estimate residential
property taxes. This would have helped many Coloradans stay informed about the real value of their
home and be prepared for taxes. Unfortunately, the bill died when it reached the Senate.
Possibly the bill nearest to my heart was House Bill 1320. I created this bill with the help of
stakeholders in the mental health, social work, and school professions: its goal was to lower the age
of age of consent for a person seeking
outpatient mental health care, or talk
therapy, from 15 years of age to 12 years
of age. Many people do not know that
suicide is the leading cause of death for
Coloradans ages 10-14, indeed, that
suicide has become an epidemic in our
state and across the country. While this
bill initially received bipartisan support,
it was ultimately killed in a Senate
Committee hearing. I am so grateful to all the dedicated people who testified on behalf of HB1320
(including my daughter!) and showed their support for it. I know how much support there is for
increasing access to mental health care in Colorado and I will be working on this bill during the
interim so that I can reintroduce it next session. I will not stop working for ways to combat youth
suicide and address mental health needs in Colorado.
I am looking forward to next year’s session in the House of Representatives, but even without the
legislature in session there is much work
to be done. I will spend the time between
now and next year participating in
interim committees, attending seminars
on issues such as Medicaid and
reproductive rights, meeting with
stakeholders and community members,
and exploring House District 30. I need
your help and your input as much as ever
in the next few months. Please reach out
to me with your questions, concerns, and
ideas, and let me know how I can help you. I look forward to working with you to create a Colorado
we are all proud of. Thank you for this opportunity to serve you.

In gratitude to you,
Dafna

(303) 866-2945
repmichaelsonjenet@gmail.com
P.S. Follow me on Facebook and Twitter to stay in touch!

Bills in the News:
Lawmaker's Son Inspires Suicide Prevention Bill, CBS
Denver

Colorado military veterans will now get college credit
for what they learn while serving their country, Denver
Post
Trio of bills to support Colorado vets signed by
Hickenlooper, Aurora Sentinel

Upcoming Town Halls
Aurora Delegation Monthly Meeting
At: Community College of Aurora, Rotunda
16000 E Centretech Pkwy, Aurora
Thursday, June 15th at 7pm
End of Session Wrap Up with Neighboring House District 06
At: Robert E. Loup Jewish Community Center
350 S Dahlia St, Denver
Monday, June 19th at 6:30pm
Click here for more information!
HD30 Legislative Wrap Up and Coffee
At: Logan House Coffee Company

Sunday, June 25th at 2pm

I hope to see you there!

This year, I have worked hard for Colorado
and all of my constituents. Please consider
supporting me and my work with a

Donate!

contribution. I cannot do this without you,

thank you!

Dafna with students at High Point Academy in House District 30
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